Task 5 - Types of Humour

Match the examples with the types of humour listed below, then define each type of humour.

Team number:
Score: ____ out of 14


1. Blue humour
2. Understatement
3. British class system
4. Humour inherent in everyday life
5. Satire
6. Embarrassment of social ineptitude
7. Parodies

EXAMPLE 1
Type of humour:
Definition:

Fresh from my shower, I stand in front of the mirror complaining to my husband that my breasts are too small. Instead of characteristically telling me it’s not so, he uncharacteristically comes up with a suggestion.
“If you want your breasts to grow, then every day take a piece of toilet paper and rub it between them for a few seconds.”
Willing to try anything, I fetch a piece of toilet paper and stand in front of the mirror, rubbing It between my breasts. “How long will this take?” I ask.
“They will grow larger over a period of years,” my husband replies.
I stopped. “do you really think rubbing a piece of toilet paper between my breasts every day will make my breasts larger over the years?”
Without missing a beat he says, “worked for your butt didn’t it?”
He’s still alive, and with a great deal of therapy he may even walk again, although he will probably continue to take his meals through a straw.

EXAMPLE 2
Type of humour:
Definition:

A couple are sitting in their living room, sipping wine. Out of  the blue, the wife says, “I love you.”
“Is that you or the wine talking?” asks the husband.
“It’s me,” says the wife. “Talking  to the wine.”

EXAMPLE 3
Type of humour:
Definition:

Arthur: Old woman!
Dennis: Man!
Arthur: Man. Sorry. What knight lives in that castle over there?
Dennis: I’m thirty-seven.
Arthur: I– what?
Dennis: I’m thirty-seven. I’m not old.
Arthur: Well, I can’t just call you ‘Man’.
Dennis: Well, you could say ‘Dennis’.
Arthur: Well, I didn’t know you were called ‘Dennis’.
Dennis: Well, you didn’t bother to find out, did you?
Arthur: I did say ‘sorry’ about the ‘old woman’, but from the behind you looked–
Dennis: What I object to is that you automatically treat me like an inferior!
Arthur: Well, I am King!
Dennis: Oh, King, eh, very nice. And how do you get that, eh? By exploiting the workers! By hanging on to outdated imperialist dogma which perpetuates the economic and social differences in our society. If there’s ever going to be any progress with the–
Woman: Dennis, there’s some lovely filth down here. Oh! How d’you do?
Arthur: How do you do, good lady? I am Arthur, King of the Britons. Whose castle is that?
Woman: King of the who?
[…]

EXAMPLE 4
Type of humour:
Definition:

Hello to you and thanks for joining.
This is exciting, isn't it? Eh? Now, let me get you up to speed.
Previously in my life, my mother tried to marry me off LOUDSPEAKER: Someone please marry my daughter.
I'm not asking for money.
I'm literally giving her away.
LAUGHTER She was upset because I'd just told her how I blew my inheritance.
I bought a joke shop.
No, I love it.
Although I am worried that hiring my oldest friend to manage it was a mistake.
And that is how we will take this franchise global.
It's a bit much, isn't it? I mean, we're just a little shop that sells SQUEAKING Shush and submit.
KLAXON SOUNDS And today I'm over-excited because apparently Gary Preston's back from his travels.
He's lovely.
But I always make a cockup if I see him.
Well, there's never any cockup involved, if you see what I mean.

EXAMPLE 5
Type of humour:
Definition:

British Airways pilot Eric Moody in 1982, after flying through a cloud of volcanic ash over Indonesia:

"Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. We have a small problem. All four engines have stopped. We are doing our damnedest to get them going again. I trust you are not in too much distress."

EXAMPLE 6
Type of humour:
Definition:

Cow1: Have you heard of the word 'BEEF'?
Cow2: No, never.
Cow1: I saw a boy pointing at me and saying 'BEEF'
Cow2: Strange, never heard of such an animal before.
Cow1: I swear he was pointing to me and saying Beef
Cow2: You always think that you are the center of attraction. Just because all the bulls look at you that doesn't mean even men eye you.
Cow1: Ok. I was just asking. No need to get angry about it.
Cow2: The farmer today came with a few people and called me the next "Ham Burger". It gave me a kick.
Cow1: Yes he is paying a lot of attention to you nowadays. Why do you let him touch you at different places?
Cow2: I don't know , that makes the bull next door jealous and I like it.
Cow1: But seriously the farmer is married , he should not be doing all this. 
Cow2: Yes that day he took a knife and moved over my body. Ohh!! it was some feeling.
Cow1: Enough I am getting jealous. I need to MOO more to get the attention.
Cow2: You need to MOVE more to get attention. You are just always sitting at one place.
Cow1: You know in spite of moving you have gained weight.
Cow2: You know the famous saying right " Men like thin women and fat cows". So weight is good. No one has ever told a cow to diet. You chew on those women fashion magazines and you will get the 'Mad Cow Disease'.
Cow1: Any way before you there was a cow and she became very fat, almost just like that and then she disappeared.
Cow2: What?
Cow1:  Rumor is she ran off to the city to act in Cowboy films but I suspect that the farmer did something.
Cow2: He looks like a nice Church going guy to me.
Cow1: Me too!!
Cow2: Did you hear back from the cow?
Cow1: No never. Any way, why did the boy call me beef?
Cow2: Go to sleep.
Cow1: Good night.
Cow2: Good night.


EXAMPLE 7
Type of humour:
Definition:

“If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn’t help the poor, either we have to pretend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are, or we’ve got to acknowledge that He commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy without condition and then admit that we just don’t want to do it.”
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